Percuil Sailing Club History Part 2

By 1960 it was decided that all races should be sailed using the Portsmouth Yardstick calculations.  There were 400 members of the Club.

In 1961 the subscription was raised to 10/- (50p) mainly to cover the costs of printing 450 handbooks and 630 Race cards.  A small changing hut was provided in the dinghy park “in which lady members might change”!  The club boat had not been sold and it was decided that it should be destroyed.  The increasing popularity of the club meant that there was a great deal of pressure on car parking and this year heralds the start of discussions about additional space.

Club regalia now included a tie as well as a cap badge and discussions started on a headscarf for the ladies – how fashions change!  Racing was obviously becoming serious as there is considerable discussion about the need to measure the Enterprise fleet as the RYA had identified much variation. 1962 also saw progress regarding the dinner dance menu – music provided by the Arcadians and to eat – minestrone soup, cold roast pork and York ham, stuffing and apple sauce, creamed potatoes, green salad, chocolate gateau with Cornish cream, biscuits and cheese and coffee!  The Minutes record that “a vote had to be taken on the question of the gateau as opposed to the usual trifle as some members were not in favour” …too modern perhaps?

Some sort of scandal hit the Club with the resignation of Mr Wimbush and a Committee request to remove his Cup – one wonders what on earth could be so serious?  Normal business continued with working parties convening to re-erect the shed and changing room at Easter and early discussion about the venue of the Dinner/Dance.

Occasionally statistics appear – so we know that in 1962 a total of 508 boats took part in evening racing giving a mean of 21.8 boats were night but the highest turn-out was 52.  146 started in the Regatta and this year also saw the move of the Race Officer’s cabin to the plinth below Westward.  Funds were deemed healthy with a balance of £191-6s-8d.

Another little piece of social history in the Minutes notes “ As it was generally felt that Junior Members today leave schools etc.(sic) much older, and thus begin wage earning later in life, it was proposed Dean, seconded Winn, that in future Junior Members should pay 2/6 up to 18 years of age.”  The same Minutes record 28 Committee members present.
Detailed discussion took place about the construction of the dinghy slip – quotes had been received of £120 which it was noted seemed good value against the cost paid by St Mawes of £450 for their work. A Slipway Sub-Committee was formed and charged with getting the work done.  The Club Rules came into being in March 1962.  There were 500 Club members.

There was concern expressed about both the number of wooden wrecks left to rot on the beaches and speeding in the river.  The Secretary was charged with writing to the Parish Council to express this feeling.

As the slipway had been built to budget and on time….(!) it was decided to give the builder a Mr Brewster a gift token of appreciation of 2 guineas!

It is obvious that the Regatta has now become a really big event as now the Police are being asked to manage the traffic on the day and loo digging requires a mechanical digger!

September 1962 shows a membership of 553, 26 racing evenings with the highest number out being 64 and a total number of competitors noted at 656 – busy times!  Red Minx seems to feature in the results winning the Flying Fifteen Cup sailed by Mr G Webb.  We also see Goblin sailed by Mr T Holm collecting some silverware.

Obviously the shock of introducing the gateau to local palates was such that the dinner menu reverts to Fruit Salad for this year!  But the cold pork and hot vegetables still feature!

In 1963 a proposal by Jack Webb to replace each second Friday night with Saturday morning racing was agreed.  Marjorie Webb handed over secretarial duties for the racing to Dick Richards – and started sailing herself again!  However by April the Saturday morning experiment was abandoned!
Recognising the enormous contribution made by Jack Webb to the continuing success of PSC and wishing to safeguard his interests, a licence was drawn up between him and the Club regarding the placing of Club property on his land.  There was tension between St Mawes SC and Percuil due to St M choosing the same date for their Regatta – this despite PSC having advertised its date in the West Briton and printed notices.  It appeared that it would not be possible to have the diving barge due to local sensibilities – much concern!

The AA is now being asked to provide Regatta signs at Trewithian – an indication of the size of the event.  Another such being the fact that the arrangements now cover 3 pages of the Minute Book.  There is continuing concern about speeding and the RYA receives a lesson to the effect that Porthcuel and Percuil are actually the same place!  The SWEB Electricity Board installed a new cable under the river protected by sandbags.
Two other momentous events in 1963 – the Car Park was opened and the Minutes record that for the Dinner “it was decided to ask for chicken as a change”.
1964 saw the end of the rowing and swimming events in the Regatta and it is noted that it is becoming more difficult to find people to help with manning the Rescue Boats for club sailing.  It also marked the introduction of racing for cruisers with the Conway Shield being awarded to the first boat out around the Gull Rock and home.  
The lack of a loo at Percuil was giving increasing cause for concern as the popularity of the sailing meant that many more people were visiting but had no toilet facilities.  The Public Health Inspector was prevailed upon to put pressure on the District Council but their response was that the £1200 it was likely to cost could not easily be found from their budget.  
PSC joined the Falmouth Sailing Association in 1965 at a cost of three guineas.  The cost of the Handbook and Race card issued to each member was 2/5d – a problem that annoyed the Treasurer as the Junior Subscription was still fixed at 2/6d.  It was another year before he got his way and the sub was raised to 5/-.  The local MP – Mr Wilson – was brought into the argument about toilets!

The first failure of the Annual Dinner Dance occurred in 1965 and had been a big loss £14-9-0 so it was decided not to hold one in 1966.  The club was investigating the provision of its own rescue boat as Mr McKenna had bought an old ship’s lifeboat and donated it.  There was much consternation about the conversion costs, the personnel likely and willing to do it and finally the suitability of the end result.  After further discussion it was finally agreed that the boat should be sold and profit donated to the Club. This raised £75.
In 1966 mains water was brought to Percuil and with it came the agreement to build public toilets in the Car Park – this was deemed “gratifying” However by January 1967 this agreement was nullified as there was a financial squeeze on the council and it could not afford the costs.  1967 sees the first mention of a Moorings Association being formed to safeguard the interests of boat owners but the PSC Minutes note that they would prefer to manage their own part of the river themselves.

The Cornwall County Amateur Swimming Association had contacted the club to tell it not to award money for swimming prizes.  This is what the Minute book records “After much discussion it was decided to send a letter in reply stating that we disagreed with all their laws and regulations, considering it a load of poppycock (Ed.note .and here comes the cruncher!) and in any case we weren’t holding any swimming.”  So there!
In 1967, 453 small boats raced plus 30 in the Cruiser section.  The highest number in any one evening was 39 and there were 97 entries in the Regatta.  1967 also saw the arrival of mains water at Percuil prompting more discussion and lobbying about the provision of public toilets.  April 1968 shows that St Mawes SC is contemplating introducing Cruiser races and there is discussion about combining the efforts of the 2 clubs.  However the letter from the Secretary results in a reply declining the offer.
Attempts are being made to get grants to help with the purchase of a proper rescue boat but the minutes show that this is to no avail.  Likewise the public toilet provision has been put on hold due to straightened financial circumstances. 1968 showed a decline in the numbers of boats racing to 466 – a mean of 16 per session, but there were still 117 entrants to the Regatta.

There was great joy in 1969 as the club’s bids for a rescue boat were successful and a Cheverton Champ was ordered at a cost of £945.  A grant of £472 had been agreed by the London Council of Physical Recreation.  It was also good news on the loo front as some preliminary work started in the car park.

The Steward of the Duchy of Cornwall informed the club that the Duchy would commence charging for moorings forthwith and proposed a sum of £5 per annum.  St Mawes SC decided to contest this right and Philip Sharpe a local solicitor had been asked to investigate.  In March 1969there was a lengthy discussion about the perceived rights and wrongs of this move by the Duchy.  Concern was expressed that St Mawes SC seemed to be accepting the situation too easily.

The Race Officer proposed omission of the Cadet class from the race card and the inclusion of the new Mirror!  This was the year too that the Race Officer hut occupants were finally issued with ear plugs – but it was also the time when the number of rounds fired was significantly reduced as the new tannoy was to be used for recording finishes.

Great excitement in June with the arrival of the club rescue boat.  Duly named Oystercatcher – after much deliberation of course!  Furthermore club rules now insisted upon the wearing of buoyancy aids for the first time.  Safety consciousness also extended to the provision of First Aid boxes and blankets in the new rescue boat.
September 1969 saw further discussion about the moorings.  The oyster fishery MacFisheries had changed their minds about refusing the lease and were now considering taking it on. St Mawes Sailing Club had also proposed a joint meeting to discuss the issue.
The car park was now creaking at the seams and discussions started about a possible extension.  Mr McKenna was discussing the moorings issue with Sir Patrick Kingsley and a map of the proposed area had been received.  Detailed comments are recorded but as there is no copy of the map in the Minutes they do not make much sense.  However there is some interesting history recorded.  Mr McKenna had discovered in 1808 there had been a dispute between the Duke of Buckingham and Admiral Spry regarding the rights of the river with the Courts settling in favour of the Duke.  Mr McKenna had been unable to find any records of the passing of the Buckingham 

rights of the river into the hands of the Duchy.
Truro Museum had records to show that a Bill of Sale was drawn up between the Spry family and the Duchy of Cornwall regarding foreshore rights. The law of the land is that if a person cannot show proof of rights of ownership then the lands revert to the Duchy.  However, the Lions Britannica stated that the manorial rights of St Mawes belonged to the Duke of Buckingham along with those of the Percuil River.  Les Ferris noted that the Duchy were not Lords of the Manor 30 years ago.  Mr McKenna undertook to continue discussions with the Duchy noting that he thought the London end of the organisation would not be too happy if there was a public outcry about the proposal.
And that brings us to the end of the 60’s………..
